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Corps First Lieutenant in World War II and 
suffered severe wounds in the Battle of Oki-
nawa. In 2001, the Department of Veterans 
Affairs honored Harry and presented him with 
a token of appreciation with the VA seal. 

In 1967, Harry was first appointed by Presi-
dent Lyndon Johnson as a judge of the United 
States District Court for the Central District of 
California. In 1979, he was appointed by 
President Jimmy Carter as a judge of the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth 
District. Harry took senior status in 2015 at the 
age of 92 after 36 years on the 9th Circuit. 

Harry’s judicial philosophy was frequently 
characterized as being committed to social 
justice and ensuring due process for all Ameri-
cans. He was a strong supporter of fed-
eralism, which was evident in his majority de-
cision for Gonzales v. Raich, holding that the 
Interstate Commerce Clause forbade the fed-
eral government from interfering with state 
laws that permitted the use of medical mari-
juana. Judge Pregerson focused a spotlight on 
due process issues for death row inmates as 
he felt many had not been given fair trials. 

In 2002, the California Legislature named 
the interchange between Interstate 110 and 
Interstate 105 the ‘‘Judge Harry Pregerson 
Interchange’’ in honor of Harry, the longest- 
serving judge in the history of the Ninth Cir-
cuit. When he was a district judge, he super-
vised the settlement of a federal lawsuit 
against the Century Freeway, enabling the 
construction of the interchange that would 
later be named after him. In this settlement, 
he made sure construction jobs were set aside 
for women and minorities and a training pro-
gram was in place to give them the needed 
skills. He also ensured that affordable housing 
was built for residents displaced by the 
project. 

Harry is survived by his wife of 70 years, 
Bernardine, children, Dean Pregerson, who is 
a federal district judge for the Central District 
of California, and Katie Rodan, son-in-law 
Amnon Rodan, daughter-in-law Sharon 
Pregerson, four grandchildren and two great- 
grandchildren. Harry viewed the bench as a 
way to improve the lives of others. I hope his 
family takes comfort in the way Harry lived his 
life as a one-of-a-kind patriotic, selfless and 
caring public servant who let his conscience 
inform his rulings. May his memory be a 
blessing to us all. 
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KAMI WELCH 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 29, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Kami Welch for being hon-
ored by the West Chamber of Commerce. 

Kami graduated with a degree in Public Re-
lations and Communications from the Univer-
sity of Oregon. She pursued a career in that 
field as well as in the nonprofit sector. 
Throughout her career, Kami has volunteered 
with nonprofit organizations that focus on chil-
dren, education, homelessness and domestic 
violence. 

Currently, Kami is the President of the Ar-
vada Chamber of Commerce. Having worked 
in the Chamber sector for eight years, she has 
developed a passion for community, business 
growth and creative marketing strategies. 

Outside of work, Kami participates on many 
boards and in several leadership roles such as 
Family Tree Next Gen, Arvada Vitality Alli-
ance, Jefferson County Business Education 
Alliance, Red Rocks Community College Stu-
dent Mentorship Program, Western Associa-
tion of Chamber Executives Emerging Leaders 
Program and more. Additionally, Kami is a 
wife, mother of two little boys, a community 
volunteer and a leader of a local business. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Kami Welch for this well-deserved honor from 
the West Chamber of Commerce. 

21ST CENTURY RESPECT ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in support of H.R. 995, the 21st Century 
Respect Act. 

This legislation amends the naming conven-
tions for certain racial and ethnic identities in 
official reports from the Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) and the Department of the In-
terior. Specifically this legislation replaces the 
terms ‘‘Negro,’’ ‘‘Oriental,’’ and ‘‘Spanish Sur-
name’’ with ‘‘African American,’’ ‘‘Asian Amer-
ican,’’ and ‘‘Hispanic.’’ 

These terminology changes would most no-
tably affect the USDA and Department of Inte-
rior programs for financing and insuring loans 
for properties in rural areas. By more accu-
rately describing racial backgrounds and 
places of origin in official program documents, 
federal agencies can demonstrate a commit-
ment to using respectful and appropriate lan-
guage. In the current political climate, it is 
more important than ever to denounce the use 
of pejorative and historically discriminatory lan-
guage. H.R. 995 provides a clear step we can 
take to promote equality in our country. The 
terms being replaced are outdated and it is 
distressing that the government has not up-
dated these regulations sooner. 

We must confront persistent forms of dis-
crimination whenever possible, and H.R. 995 
gives us an opportunity to do so. Eliminating 
derogatory identity labels from our lexicon is 
important both in federal program documents 
and in our everyday speech. I support this bill 
and I urge my colleagues to do the same. 

f 

HONORING THE CENTRAL 
PENNSYLVANIA YOUTH BALLET 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 29, 2017 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, it is a great 
honor for me to congratulate the Central 
Pennsylvania Youth Ballet on their invitation to 
perform during Honors Week as a part of the 
40th Annual John F. Kennedy Center Honors 
in Washington, D.C. 

The Central Pennsylvania Youth Ballet, 
which is headquartered in Carlisle, an area I 
am proud to represent, is a celebrated leader 
in the world of dance education. For the past 
60 years, the school has provided the young 
women and men of Pennsylvania access to 

world-class ballet training. The school’s re-
nowned teaching methodology combines inno-
vative educational initiatives, an esteemed fac-
ulty, and impressive performance opportunities 
to ensure a learning environment that pro-
motes the acquisition of life skills crucial to a 
child’s development. The Central Pennsylvania 
Youth Ballet’s alumni continually occupy top 
positions in the leading ballet companies from 
San Francisco and Miami to New York, Lon-
don and beyond, spreading the school’s mis-
sion to inspire, educate, and enrich across the 
globe. 

Tonight, the Central Pennsylvania Youth 
Ballet will perform a selection of George 
Balanchine works, including Western Sym-
phony (2nd Movement) and dances from 
George Balanchine’s The Nutcracker®, on the 
Millennium Stage at the Kennedy Center. This 
prestigious event provides the school’s hard-
working students an opportunity to perform in 
a nationally renowned venue and affirm the 
school’s leadership in the world of dance edu-
cation. I am honored to represent the Central 
Pennsylvania Youth Ballet and take great 
pride in its remarkable success and continued 
preservation of such a beautiful art form. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
the Central Pennsylvania Youth Ballet and 
congratulating its students on their perform-
ance for the 40th Annual Kennedy Center 
Honors. 

f 

CHRISTINE WHITE 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 29, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Christine White for being 
honored by the West Chamber of Commerce. 

Christine began her career as an environ-
mental chemist when she was recruited by 
Coors Brewing Company to create and staff a 
corporate-wide environmental laboratory to 
meet the requirements of providing certified 
chemical analyses to the United States Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency. 

Over the years, Christine has moved up in 
the organization serving as the production 
manager in the Can Manufacturing Plant and 
then leading the Technical & Quality functions 
for a small division, Coors Brewing Worldwide. 
In that position, Christine and her team were 
responsible for overseeing the brewing, pack-
aging and distribution of all contract operations 
throughout Canada, Puerto Rico, Mexico, 
Japan, Taiwan, China and the Virgin Islands. 
During this time, she was also responsible for 
leading the development of the company’s 
global quality management system. 

Christine was then recruited by Molson 
Coors Brewing Company headquarters into 
the newly created position of Deputy Chief 
Compliance Officer where she was respon-
sible for the strategic direction and execution 
of the global legal compliance program, en-
compassing business units in Canada, UK, 
U.S., Asia and the New Market Development 
and M&A functions. 

Currently, Christine is the Global Director for 
the Business Continuity & Crisis Management 
department for Molson Coors Brewing Com-
pany. Christine has a passion for leadership 
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and mentoring and has spent a great deal of 
her adult life learning and sharing her passion. 
She currently sits on the Board of Directors for 
multiple nonprofits. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Christine White for this well-deserved honor 
from the West Chamber of Commerce. 

f 

COMMENDING THE PUBLIC-PRI-
VATE PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN 
THE FBI AND DIGITAL BILL-
BOARDS 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 29, 2017 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize an effective public-private partner-
ship used to put fugitives behind bars. 

For the last ten years, the FBI has 
partnered with outdoor advertisers in the 
search for the nation’s most wanted criminals. 
The partnership started in my state of Penn-
sylvania in 2007, Mr. Speaker, where a grad-
uate of the FBI Citizens Academy suggested 
digital billboards be donated to local law en-
forcement to aid in the apprehension of fugi-
tives. After initial success in Pennsylvania, the 
concept grew to what it is now a nationwide 
partnership where the FBI is able to relay and 
receive critical crime-fighting information with 
the general public at no cost to taxpayers. In 
the 10 years of the partnership’s history, tips 
from the public generated directly from bill-
boards have resolved 57 FBI cases. 

Seven years after the program began in 
Pennsylvania, it was used prominently in one 
of the largest manhunts in recent history. In 
2014, Pennsylvanians were on high alert after 
a man opened fire on a state police barracks, 
killing one state trooper and injuring another. 
The suspect quickly fled into the woods, and 
local communities were terrorized by a killer 
on the loose. The FBI, in partnership with the 
Outdoor Advertising Association of America, 
plastered the suspect’s picture and the num-
ber for their tip line on hundreds of billboards 
across Pennsylvania and five other states. 
The manhunt would continue for 48 days until 
Eric Frein’s arrest, and Pennsylvanians were 
given the peace of mind and sense of safety 
when hundreds of billboards were updated to 
proudly say ‘‘CAPTURED.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, as this effective public-private 
partnership enters its next decade, I commend 
the FBI and outdoor advertisers for finding a 
creative solution to fight crime and keep our 
streets safe. 

f 

CONGRATULATING TODD REDLIN 

HON. JOHN P. SARBANES 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 29, 2017 

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to offer congratulations to Todd Redlin of An-
napolis, Maryland on his retirement after serv-
ing twenty-five years at the U.S. House of 
Representatives. Todd retired October 31, 
2017 as a Senior Engineer/Broadcast Spe-
cialist at the House Recording Studio in the 
Office of the Chief Administrative Officer. 

Todd was born October 28, 1952 to Kath-
leen and Robert Redlin outside of Green Bay, 
Wisconsin. His father was a Navigator/Bom-
bardier in the United States Air Force for thirty 
years and with him Todd traveled to numerous 
locations both within the United States and 
abroad. 

Todd started his broadcasting career with 
CBS News in 1976 and worked there until 
coming to the House in 1991. At CBS, Todd 
was part of a camera crew that covered a 
plethora of stories, traveled with the press 
corps on many national campaigns and cov-
ered other news events both locally and inter-
nationally. Todd often provided the broadcast 
video coverage of many tragic events such as 
hurricanes, floods and plane crashes for CBS 
News. 

Todd started working at the House Record-
ing Studio in 1992 as a Camera Operator and 
then moved on to become a Senior Camera 
Operator. He then moved from the Production 
Department to the Engineering Department 
and retired as a Senior Engineer/Broadcast 
Specialist. 

Todd’s tenure at the House Recording Stu-
dio included the broadcasts and webcasts of 
many Congressional events including com-
mittee hearings, Congressional Gold Medal 
ceremonies, official luncheons and receptions 
and the annual lighting of the Congressional 
Christmas tree. In addition to his skills as an 
operator, Todd is also a very capable video 
editor. 

Todd has a younger brother in Texas and 
married his wife Kathy on May 30, 1981. They 
have three beautiful children, Trevor, Lindsey 
and Allison. According to Todd, his four-year- 
old grandson Wesley is ‘‘a character and a 
handful. He is just like having a full time job!’’ 

Todd lists ‘‘the camaraderie with my co- 
workers’’ as his best memories of his twenty- 
five-plus years working at the House Record-
ing Studio. 

His colleagues and I wish him well in his re-
tirement as he spends more time with his 
grandson and his hobbies: playing tennis, fish-
ing, traveling and rooting for the Green Bay 
Packers. We thank him for his service. 

f 

REMEMBERING HARRY 
KOWALCHYK, JR. 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 29, 2017 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and legacy of Mr. Harry 
Kowalchyk, Jr. who passed away on Sunday, 
November 26, 2017. 

In 1971, Mr. Kowalchyk founded the Na-
tional Tractor Trailer School (NTTS) in New-
burgh with his business partner and best 
friend, William Mocarski. For 46 years Mr. 
Kowalchyk served as president of the NTTS, 
where he shaped the future of accredited truck 
driving schools nationwide. The NTTS has 
trained over 30,000 men and women as entry- 
level heavy truck and tractor trailer drivers. Mr. 
Kowalchyk believed in the American dream, 
and created a school that provided its stu-
dents with a high quality education so they 
could work towards a better life. 

Mr. Kowalchyk is survived by his wife of 51 
years, Mary Kowalchyk, and his daughter and 

son-in-law, Kimberly and Jamie Sather, his 
granddaughter and grandson, Nikki and Logan 
Sather, as well as additional members of his 
extended family. 

Mr. Kowalchyk was proud to be a veteran of 
the United States Marine Corps, serving from 
1961 to 1965, and was devoted to many vet-
eran causes. Through his support of the 
Honor Flight Network, Mr. Kowalchyk enabled 
many Central New York veterans to travel to 
Washington to visit the memorials that sym-
bolize the service and sacrifice of all who 
served in our nation’s armed forces. 

Mr. Kowalchyk was known for his patriotism 
and for doing everything he could to help 
those in need. For his tremendous efforts to 
revolutionize our trucking industry, and for 
making our community a better place, it is my 
distinct privilege to honor Harry Kowalchyk 
today. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DAVID STARR 

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 29, 2017 

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to recognize David Starr, the 
longtime president of the Republican Com-
pany in Springfield, Massachusetts for receiv-
ing the Massachusetts Governor’s Award in 
the Humanities. A national figure in the field of 
journalism, David’s influence and impact on 
the media and arts in western Massachusetts 
and beyond for more than seven decades 
makes him an ideal recipient for this pres-
tigious honor. In my opinion, no one deserves 
this recognition more. 

Throughout his extraordinary life, David has 
always been passionate about journalism and 
the newspaper business. His career began at 
age 12, when he started delivering the Long 
Island Press. Even then he was reading more 
than ten newspapers a day. At 17, he became 
one of the youngest editors of the Queen Col-
lege newspaper in New York. After serving his 
country with distinction in the U.S. Army dur-
ing World War II, David returned to journalism 
where he would begin his lifelong association 
with the Newhouse family. He did every job 
well and quickly rose through the ranks. The 
skill he displayed as a reporter, publisher, and 
eventually president, led him to have a suc-
cessful career as the longest-serving news ex-
ecutive at the Advance Publications News-
paper Group, formerly known as Newhouse 
Publications. His leadership in the newsroom, 
particularly at the Springfield Republican, 
helped him win a well-deserved reputation as 
a giant in the industry. 

I first met David in 1977, and few people 
have consistently done more to improve the 
quality of life in the Pioneer Valley. He has 
worked tirelessly to make western Massachu-
setts a better place to live, work, and raise a 
family. He was pivotal in the 1980s and 1990s 
in revitalizing downtown Springfield by encour-
aging the public and private sectors to work 
together for the progress of the city. David 
was a critical part of the city’s renaissance. 
Successful projects like the Monarch Building, 
the Sheraton Hotel and One Financial Plaza 
all happened on his watch. He had a vision for 
our community and it was realized. Addition-
ally, he was the founder of several organiza-
tions to promote economic and cultural devel-
opment including Springfield Business Friends 
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